
STOP 



Early Journal Content on JSTOR, Free to Anyone in the World 

This article is one of nearly 500,000 scholarly works digitized and made freely available to everyone in 
the world byJSTOR. 

Known as the Early Journal Content, this set of works include research articles, news, letters, and other 
writings published in more than 200 of the oldest leading academic journals. The works date from the 
mid-seventeenth to the early twentieth centuries. 

We encourage people to read and share the Early Journal Content openly and to tell others that this 
resource exists. People may post this content online or redistribute in any way for non-commercial 
purposes. 

Read more about Early Journal Content at http://about.istor.org/participate-istor/individuals/early- 
journal-content . 



JSTOR is a digital library of academic journals, books, and primary source objects. JSTOR helps people 
discover, use, and build upon a wide range of content through a powerful research and teaching 
platform, and preserves this content for future generations. JSTOR is part of ITHAKA, a not-for-profit 
organization that also includes Ithaka S+R and Portico. For more information about JSTOR, please 
contact support@jstor.org. 



[ 534 ] 

LXXXVI. Obfervations for proving the Go- 
mg of Mr. Ellicott'j C/ock, at St. Helena ; 
by Mr. Charles Mafon. 

Read May 6, ¥" N my retum from the cape of Good 
'"^^" 2^ Hope, the clock, ufed in the obferva- 
tions made there, was fet going at James's fort, St. 
Helena, the pendulum remaining as at the Cape. 
Here I found myfelf at a great lofs, to get obferva- 
tions to prove its motion, the heavens being almoft 
perpetually covered with clouds. At length, confi- 
dering, that the place being fituated in fuch a narrow 
deep valley, if the times of the defcent of the ftars, 
over the weftern ridge of rocks, (the altitude of 
whofe neareft fummit was about 30°, and diftant about 
a quarter of a mile, at the obfervatory) were ob- 
ferved, it would give the time per clock, in a fidereal 
day ; and the chances for fuch obfervations would be 
greater, than by any other method, as they might be 
continued the whole night. Accordingly, I began 
to obferve, by fixing the eye to a point : but this was 
foon improved, by the Reverend Mr. Mafkelyne, by 
making the ftars defcend each night, in the fame 
part of the telefcope of the equal altitude inftrument : 
and it was very beautiful to fee, how inflantaneoufly 
they difappeared. 

The difference of the effe.a: of gravity at the two 
places, on the going of the clock, may be feen, by 
comparing the following with the obfervations made 
at the Cape, 

1761. 
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Time per clock. 
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Per Mr. Maflcelyne. 



The clock was flopped, and an arch put on, to fhew the de- 
grees and minutes the pendulum vibrates. 

The apparent zenith diftance of Aldebsran upon the meridian 
= 31" 55' 20". 
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The clock taken down, and the pendulum fecured, as at. the 
cape of Good Hope, after the djre^ion given per Mr. Ellicott: 
the maker. 
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The thermometer was hung by the fide of the clock, and 1 never 

faw it higher (fromj2th of November 1761 to January 18th, 

1762) than 74I;, orlovirer than 67. 



f November 68.71 

ml December 70.3 > 

I January 7 2. 3 J 



Thofe obfervations marked : are a little dubious^ 



Charles Mafon. 



